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hristmas is coming  
elcome to this Christmas edition of Safety Matters. Christmas

s a special time, so it would be a pity if it was spoilt by having 
n accident.  So we’ve put together a few short topical, and 
lightly tongue in cheek , reminders to help keep you safe at 
ork and home.  
University of Reading 2006 Page 1 of 2 

hristmas tree lights and other kinds 
f decorative lights get used less often 
han your everyday lights, and they 
eed more care. So… 

 Check the fuses are the right type 
(see the box for the maximum size 
of fuse you should use). 

 If bulbs blow, replace them.  

 Don't leave fairy lights on when 
you go out or when you go to sleep.  

 Don't let the bulbs touch anything 
that can burn easily, like paper.  

 Don't overload sockets.  

 Don’t have extension leads and 
power cables trailing across the 
floor where they can be a trip 
hazard.  

emember that the University’s 
olicy on inspection and testing of 
ortable electrical appliances (PAT 
esting) also applies to Christmas 
ree lights in the office. So get them 
hecked. And make sure someone is 
esponsible for switching the lights 
ff at the end of the day.  
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