


Welcome to 
the University 
of Reading!  

Welcome to the  
University of Reading!  

Congratulations on securing a place at the University of 

Reading! We are a small group of current students. who 

co-produced the guide you are about to read the purpose 

of the guide is to share information and tips based on our 

experience as Black students that we hope will help others 

to make a comfortable start.  

A lot of the content you will see was provided courtesy of 

the Afro-Caribbean Society (ACS) who allowed us to adapt 

their fresher’s guide from Instagram. We recommend that 

you look them up to see the latest events and meetings.

This guide was written by current students to 

support transitions to the University of Reading.
Find more guides 

on our link tree

https://www.reading.ac.uk/essentials/Diversity-and-Inclusion/Student-Guides
https://www.reading.ac.uk/essentials/Diversity-and-Inclusion/Student-Guides
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�Ê�Ì�Ü
�Ê���ú�è�ï�æ�ò�ð�è���ð�è�ö�ö�ä�ê�è���é�õ�ò�ð���÷�ë�è���Ê�é�õ�ò�¡�Ì�ä�õ�ì�å�å�è�ä�ñ���Ü�ò�æ�ì�è�÷�ü

The Afro-Caribbean Society (ACS) at the University of Reading is a welcoming space 

�ú�ë�è�õ�è���Ê�é�õ�ì�æ�ä�ñ���ä�ñ�ç���Ì�ä�õ�ì�å�å�è�ä�ñ���ö�÷�ø�ç�è�ñ�÷�ö���æ�ä�ñ���$�ñ�ç���æ�ò�ð�é�ò�õ�÷���ì�ñ���÷�ë�è�ì�õ���ì�ç�è�ñ�÷�ì�÷�ü�����ä�ö���ú�è�ï�ï���ä�ö���ä��

�ö�è�ñ�ö�è���ò�é���æ�ò�ð�ð�ø�ñ�ì�÷�ü�����Ñ�è�õ�è�����ú�è���ø�ñ�ç�è�õ�ö�÷�ä�ñ�ç���÷�ë�è���ì�ð�ó�ò�õ�÷�ä�ñ�æ�è���ò�é���ë�ä�ù�ì�ñ�ê���ä���ó�ï�ä�æ�è���ú�ë�è�õ�è��

�ì�ñ�ç�ì�ù�ì�ç�ø�ä�ï�ö���é�õ�ò�ð���÷�ë�è�ö�è���å�ä�æ�î�ê�õ�ò�ø�ñ�ç�ö���æ�ä�ñ���æ�ò�ð�è���÷�ò�ê�è�÷�ë�è�õ�����ö�ë�ä�õ�è���è�û�ó�è�õ�ì�è�ñ�æ�è�ö�����ä�ñ�ç���é�ò�õ�ð��

meaningful friendships. 

�Ý�ë�õ�ò�ø�ê�ë�ò�ø�÷���÷�ë�è���ä�æ�ä�ç�è�ð�ì�æ���ü�è�ä�õ�����ú�è���ù�è���ë�ò�ö�÷�è�ç���ä�ñ���ä�õ�õ�ä�ü���ò�é���è�ñ�ê�ä�ê�ì�ñ�ê���è�ù�è�ñ�÷�ö���æ�ä�÷�è�õ�ì�ñ�ê��

�÷�ò���ù�ä�õ�ì�ò�ø�ö���ì�ñ�÷�è�õ�è�ö�÷�ö���ä�ñ�ç���ä�ö�ó�ì�õ�ä�÷�ì�ò�ñ�ö�����Ï�ò�õ���ò�ø�õ���æ�ä�õ�è�è�õ�¡�ò�õ�ì�è�ñ�÷�è�ç���ð�è�ð�å�è�õ�ö�����ú�è���ò�õ�ê�ä�ñ�ì�ö�è��

�æ�ä�õ�è�è�õ���è�ù�è�ñ�÷�ö���ó�õ�ò�ù�ì�ç�ì�ñ�ê���ì�ñ�ù�ä�ï�ø�ä�å�ï�è���ì�ñ�ö�ì�ê�ë�÷�ö���ä�ñ�ç���ê�ø�ì�ç�ä�ñ�æ�è���é�ò�õ���ï�ì�é�è���ä�é�÷�è�õ���ø�ñ�ì�ù�è�õ�ö�ì�÷�ü���� 

especially focused on life in the career space as a POC (person of colour). ACS also 



�& 7

�Ø�Þ�Û���Ý�Ò�Ù�Ü��  

� �!���Õ�ì�ñ�î���ø�ó���ú�ì�÷�ë���ï�ì�î�è���ð�ì�ñ�ç�è�ç���ö�÷�ø�ç�è�ñ�÷�ö����
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�Î�×�Ý�Î�Û�Ý�Ê�Ò�×�Ö�Î�×�Ý 
�Ê�×�Í���×�Ò�Ð�Ñ�Ý�Õ�Ò�Ï�Î   

There is plenty to do on campus and in Reading.  

Things to do 

1.	 Spinners - Bowling, Mini Golf and Darts 

2.	 Reading Museum - Explore the history of Reading, the Biscuit Factory and view 
the Bayeux tapestry! 

3.	 University of Reading Museums – visit the collections on campus 

4.	 River Thames Boat Cruises – take a trip on the River Thames 

5.	 Market House - Games, karaoke and food 

6.	 �ß�ø�è���Ì�ì�ñ�è�ð�ä���ä�ñ�ç���Û�è�ä�ç�ì�ñ�ê���Ë�ì�ö�æ�ø�ì�÷���Ï�ä�æ�÷�ò�õ�ü���¢���ú�ä�÷�æ�ë���÷�ë�è���ï�ä�÷�è�ö�÷���$�ï�ð�ö��

�Ì�ï�ø�å�ö����

1.	 Purple Turtle - Bi-weekly Reggae Sundays and Afrobeats nights.  

2.	 Club Era - Frequent Afrobeats nights and student club nights 

3.	



� ! � �! �!

�Û�Î�Ü�Ý�Ê�Þ�Û�Ê�×�Ý�Ü 
�Ê�×�Í���Ð�Û�Ø�Ì�Î�Û�Ò�Î�Ü��  
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�Ù�Õ�n�Ý�Ê�×�Ø�Ü�� 
�Ê�Õ���Ì�Ê�Õ�Í�Î�Û�Ø 
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�Ï�Ê�Ò�Ý�Ñ���Ê�×�Í��
�Û�Î�Õ�Ò�Ð�Ò�Ø�×

�Ý�ë�è���Ö�ø�ö�ï�ì�ð���Ì�è�ñ�÷�õ�è�����à�ë�ì�÷�è�î�ñ�ì�ê�ë�÷�ö���Ì�ä�ð�ó�ø�ö��

�Ø�ó�è�ñ���÷�ò���ö�÷�ø�ç�è�ñ�÷�ö���ä�ñ�ç���÷�ë�è���ï�ò�æ�ä�ï���æ�ò�ð�ð�ø�ñ�ì�÷�ü���å�ü���ò�#�è�õ�ì�ñ�ê���æ�ò�ñ�ê�õ�è�ê�ä�÷�ì�ò�ñ���ó�õ�ä�ü�è�õ�ö�����Ï�õ�ì�ç�ä�ü��

prayers, facilities for meetings, faith education and various activities. 

�Ì�ë�ä�ó�ï�ä�ì�ñ�æ�ü���Ì�è�ñ�÷�õ�è�����à�ë�ì�÷�è�î�ñ�ì�ê�ë�÷�ö���Ì�ä�ð�ó�ø�ö

Open to all as a friendly place to discuss religion and worship with members of the 

local community.  

�Ì�ò�ð�ð�ø�ñ�ì�÷�ü���ö�ó�ä�æ�è�ö����

Reading Hindu Temple, 112 Whitley St, RG2 0EQ

Sri Guru Singh Sabha Gurdwara, 30 Cumberland Road, RG1 3LB 

Reading Synagogue, 7 Goldsmid Road, RG1 7YB

�à�ü�æ�ï�ì�#�è���Ë�ä�ó�÷�ì�ö�÷���Ì�ë�ø�õ�æ�ë�����"�#�#���Ô�ì�ñ�ê�ö���Û�ò�ä�ç�����Û�Ð�!���$�Õ�Ü

There are religious societies:
1.	 Catholic Society 

2.	 Christian Union 

3.	 First Love Society 

4.	
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�â�Ø�Þ�Û���Þ�×�Ò�Ø�×

Reading Students’ Union exists to help students individually and collectively as a 

community. We’re here to help make your life as a student, better. Every student’s 

�í�ò�ø�õ�ñ�è�ü���ï�ò�ò�î�ö���ç�ì�#�è�õ�è�ñ�÷�����ä�ñ�ç���ú�è���ë�ä�ù�è���ä���ï�ò�÷���÷�ò���ò�#�è�õ���é�ò�õ���ä�ï�ï���ö�÷�ø�ç�è�ñ�÷�ö�����Ü�ò�����ë�ò�ú�è�ù�è�õ���ü�ò�ø��

http://readingsu.co.uk/student-opportunities  
http://readingsu.co.uk/student-voice 
http://readingsu.co.uk/advice-&-support  
https://readingsu.co.uk/whats-on/articles/downloadtheapp
http://readingsu.co.uk


http://reading.ac.uk/star-mentors 
http://reading.ac.uk/life-tools 
mailto:Me%40Reading%20news%20feed%20?subject=
http://reading.ac.uk/student-app
http://reading.ac.uk/welfare-team  
http://reading.ac.uk/counselling
http://reading.ac.uk/careers
http://henley.ac.uk/careers
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�Ì�ä�ð�ó�ø�ö���Ó�ò�å�ö����

Campus Jobs is your one stop shop for all paid part-time work at the University,  

�ó�õ�ò�ù�ì�ç�ì�ñ�ê���ò�ñ�è�¡�ò�#���ú�ò�õ�î���ò�ó�ó�ò�õ�÷�ø�ñ�ì�÷�ì�è�ö���ä�ñ�ç���õ�è�ê�ø�ï�ä�õ���ö�ë�ì�é�÷���ú�ò�õ�î���÷�ë�ä�÷���ì�ö���è�û�æ�ï�ø�ö�ì�ù�è���÷�ò�� 

Reading students.  

�õ�è�ä�ç�ì�ñ�ê���ä�æ���ø�î�¦�æ�ä�ð�ó�ø�ö�í�ò�å�ö  

� �!�!�(���#�'�(���$�$�)�)��

�Ü�ø�ó�ó�ò�õ�÷���Ì�è�ñ�÷�õ�è�ö����

�Ý�ë�è���Ü�ø�ó�ó�ò�õ�÷���Ì�è�ñ�÷�õ�è�ö���¤�Ñ�è�ñ�ï�è�ü���Ü�æ�ë�ò�ò�ï���Ø�&�æ�è���ò�õ���è�ô�ø�ì�ù�ä�ï�è�ñ�÷�¥���ä�õ�è���÷�ë�è���$�õ�ö�÷���ó�ï�ä�æ�è���ü�ò�ø��

should go to for all questions, help or advice throughout your time at the University 

of Reading. They will provide you with the support you need to be successful in your 

studies and beyond.  

�Ý�ë�è�ü���ä�õ�è���ö�÷�ä�#�è�ç���å�ü���Ü�÷�ø�ç�è�ñ�÷���Ü�ø�ó�ó�ò�õ�÷���Ì�ò�ò�õ�ç�ì�ñ�ä�÷�ò�õ�ö���ú�ë�ò���ú�ì�ï�ï���ä�ç�ù�ì�ö�è���ò�õ���ó�ò�ì�ñ�÷���ü�ò�ø��

in the right direction on a range of academic and non-academic issues. You can 

http://reading.ac.uk/campusjobs
http://reading.ac.uk/support-centres
http://Reading.ac.uk/money 
http://risisweb.reading.ac.uk reading.ac.uk/essentials/Support-And-Wellbeing/Disability 
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�Ð�Õ�Ø�Ü�Ü�Ê�Û�â
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Turnitin  
Is software which checks your work against a database for similarities with books, 

websites, and other university work. The similarity score shows how similar your 

work is to other people’s.  

Plagiarism is using other people’s words or ideas as if they are your own, without 

referencing. There is lots of advice to avoid plagiarising or cheating (also called 

academic misconduct):�õ�è�ä�ç�ì�ñ�ê�����ä�æ���ø�î�¦�ö�÷�ø�ç�ü�¡�ä�ç�ù�ì�æ�è�¡�ê�ø�ì�ç�è�ö�¦�õ�è�é�è�õ�è�ñ�æ�ì�ñ�ê.  It might 

be tempting to use “A.I.” chat bots in your essays but that could lead to academic 

misconduct. 

�Ý�ø�÷�ò�õ�ì�ä�ï���¦���Ü�è�ð�ì�ñ�ä�õ����
A small group teaching session led by a lecturer. This can be in a classroom or online. 

There will be tasks to prepare and reading to do (look on Blackboard), before the 

class and we discuss the material in class. You may work in groups in some classes. 

This is a good place to ask questions to help you understand the subject. It may take 

�÷�ì�ð�è���÷�ò���å�ø�ì�ï�ç���æ�ò�ñ�$�ç�è�ñ�æ�è���ö�ó�è�ä�î�ì�ñ�ê���ø�ó���ì�ñ���ö�è�ð�ì�ñ�ä�õ�ö���å�ø�÷���ü�ò�ø���ú�ì�ï�ï���ê�è�÷���÷�ë�è�õ�è������

�à�ò�õ�ç���Õ�ì�ð�ì�÷�¦�Ì�ò�ø�ñ�÷�¦���Ù�ä�ê�è���Õ�ì�ð�ì�÷�¦�Ì�ò�ø�ñ�÷����
�Ý�ò���è�ñ�ö�ø�õ�è���é�ä�ì�õ�ñ�è�ö�ö���÷�ë�è���ï�è�ñ�ê�÷�ë���ò�é���ä�ö�ö�ì�ê�ñ�ð�è�ñ�÷�ö���ì�ö���ï�ì�ð�ì�÷�è�ç�����Ý�ë�ì�ö���ð�ä�ü���å�è���ä���ú�ò�õ�ç���ï�ì�ð�ì�÷�¦

count which means you should not write more than the set number of words (eg. 

�!�"�%� ���ú�ò�õ�ç�ö�¥�����Ü�ò�ð�è�÷�ì�ð�è�ö���ì�÷���ì�ö���ä���ó�ä�ê�è���ï�ì�ð�ì�÷�¦�æ�ò�ø�ñ�÷���ú�ë�ì�æ�ë���ð�è�ä�ñ�ö���ç�ò���ñ�ò�÷���ê�ò���ò�ù�è�õ���÷�ë�è���ö�è�÷��

number of pages of typing (eg. 5 pages). Bibliographies do not count towards word 

or page limits. Footnotes usually do!






